THE BRITISH EMPIRE,   1783-1815	307
tons of shipping to private enterprise, and in 1813, when
the Company's Charter was renewed for twenty years, ships
of not more than 400 tons were allowed to enter the Indian
trade freely.
Outside India, Great Britain had few possessions in the ^"^s in
East.    In 1786 the East India Company secured the Isle the ^ast-
of Penang from the Sultan of Kedah, and In 1808 this was
erected into a separate Presidency,   A settlement had also
been made at Malacca, and from this and the station at
Penang, England imported spices, gums, coffee and opium,
During the War with Napoleon, Java and Ceylon were taken
from the Dutch and Mauritius from the French.   But at
the Peace of 1815, Java was restored, Ceylon and Mauritius
being retained.
The British colonisation of Australia had begun. Australia Australia.
had been known to Europe since the voyages of Tasman in
the seventeenth century, and had been visited by Dampier,
an Englishman, at the close of that century. But Australia
had been unfavourably depicted and little interest had been
taken in it. The coastlines of Australia, New Zealand and
Tasmania were more carefully traced by Captain Cook
between 1768 and 1778. Even then the prospect of coloni-
sation was remote, for the more attractive parts of the
Australian coast had almost escaped notice. But the
recognition of America's independence in 1783 made it
necessary to find a fresh place to which convicts might be
deported, for deportation was then a frequent method
of relieving the country of the burden of maintaining
criminals in its gaols. In May, 1787, therefore, Captain The ^ first
Phillip was despatched with the first batch of prisoners for settlement.
Botany Bay, which he reached in the next year: finding
a settlement there impossible, he removed to Port
Jackson.1
The first settlement was made by 717 convicts, of whom
529 were men and 188 women: during the seven months*
voyage the lives of these had been saved by the extraordinary
care of Phillip, who had set out with 756 convicts, for to
1 Most of the account which follows is "based oa Shann, Econ*
Hist, of Australia.

